
877Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / May 17

we know we have a ways to go. I want better
relations with China. I recognize the one
China policy. I also recognize that an impor-
tant part of that policy is the commitment
that was made by all parties that the dif-
ferences between China and Taiwan will and
must be resolved in a peaceful and lawful
manner.

I want a growing understanding between
our two countries. I realize that neither of
us is perfect, and both of us are going to
have a great say over what the future looks
like, and we have to work hard to understand
each other and to work together. That’s why
I am committed to securing an extension of
the MFN treatment for China and why I
want to build better relationships. But it’s
also why I think we have to insist on fairness
in our trade and on honoring all of our com-
mitments in the area of nonproliferation.
Some things in this world are more important
than money, and not arming rogue nations
with weapons that can destroy the future of
our children is one of them.

We must be in a position where we don’t
hesitate to take appropriate action if we can’t
gain adequate enforcement of the agreement
that China has already made with us to stop
the piracy of American property. I realize
that this has been a problem in developing
economies for a long time. But China is not
just another developing economy. It is a very
great nation, with over one billion people.

A lot of America’s meal ticket to the future
consists of our ability to take advantage of
the information revolution. And today, we
are losing as much as $2 billion in opportuni-
ties, many of them opportunities that would
belong to Asian-Pacific Americans, in Wash-
ington State, in Oregon and California, in
New England, in the Middle West, all across
this country. I have no choice but to take
strong action to try to protect the work of
the minds of all Americans, and it’s their
right to be rewarded in the international mar-
ketplace.

The main thing I want to say to all of you
tonight is that, again, I thank you for your
contributions to America. And I thank you
for the people you have supplied, both within
and without the administration, who have ad-
vanced our cause. I think that your devotion
to learning, to hard work, to family, to the

ideas of entrepreneurialism and the idea of
engagement with the rest of the world, these
are the kinds of things that will keep America
great in the 21st century.

We can go into the next century with a
country where everybody who is willing to
work for it can live out their dreams. We
can maintain this country as the world’s
strongest force for peace and freedom and
prosperity. But if we are going to do it, we
must be committed to that third element of
our vision: We have to be committed to
bringing this country together around a mu-
tual ethic of responsibility instead of letting
ourselves be divided by differences that ulti-
mately don’t matter nearly as much as our
devotion to our shared ideals.

You can help bring this country together
as well as move it forward, and I’m convinced
we can’t do one without the other. Asian-
Pacific Americans have done both and done
them brilliantly. I ask for your continued sup-
port as we try to make sure that out entire
country does the same.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:52 p.m. at the
Sheraton Washington Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Rear Adm. Ming Chang, USN (Ret.),
chairman, Congressional Asian-Pacific American
Caucus Institute, who introduced the President.

Remarks on Signing Megan’s Law
and Exchange With Reporters
May 17, 1996

Good morning. I want to welcome Senator
Grams and Congressman Zimmer, Congress-
woman Lofgren, Bonnie Campbell from the
Justice Department.

This has been a week in which our country
is moving to combat crime and violence. A
couple of days ago we awarded over 9,000
new police officers to some 2,500 commu-
nities. That brings us to 43,000 police officers
in 20 months along the road to our goal of
100,000. We’re ahead of schedule and under
budget.

But today, the valiant presence of five
American parents reminds us that this fight
against crime is so much more a fight for
peace and for safety for our people and espe-
cially for our children. Richard and Maureen
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Kanka, Patty Wetterling, Marc Klaas, and
John Walsh have suffered more than any par-
ent should ever have to suffer. They have
lived through the greatest pain a parent can
know, a child brutally ripped from a parent’s
love.

And somehow they found within them-
selves the strength to bear a further burden.
They took up the parents’ concerns for all
children’s safety and dedicated themselves to
answering that concern.

Each of you deserves the fullest measure
of your country’s thanks. Because of you,
steps have already been taken to help fami-
lies protect their children. Study after study
has shown us that sex offenders commit
crime after crime. So 2 years ago, we gave
every State the power to notify communities
about child sex offenders and violent sex of-
fenders who move into their neighborhoods.
We’re fighting now to uphold these laws in
courts all across the country, and we will fight
to uphold them all the way to the Supreme
Court.

Today we are taking the next step. From
now on, every State in the country will be
required by law to tell a community when
a dangerous sexual predator enters its midst.
We respect people’s rights, but today Amer-
ica proclaims there is no greater right than
a parent’s right to raise a child in safety and
love. Today, America warns: If you dare to
prey on our children, the law will follow you
wherever you go, State to State, town to
town.

Today, America circles the wagon around
our children. Megan’s Law will protect tens
of millions of families from the dread of what
they do not know. It will give more peace
of mind to our parents.

To understand what this law really means,
never forget its name, the name of a 7-year-
old girl taken wrongly in the beginning of
her life. The law that bears a name of one
child is now for every child, for every parent
and every family. It is for Polly and Jacob
and Adam, and, above all, for Megan.

I thank the Congress for passing it. I thank
those who led the fight. And I thank these
families more than anything else. God bless
you all.

[At this point, the President signed the law.]

Thank you.

Megan’s Law
Q. Mr. President, you said here that stud-

ies have shown sex offenders commit crime
after crime. But apparently, the courts, espe-
cially on the State level, don’t seem to recog-
nize that fact. What makes you think that all
the way up to the Supreme Court they are
going to change that opinion?

The President. First of all, I hope that
this law will be upheld if it is challenged.
I believe it will be. And before we went for-
ward with this, in consultation with the Con-
gress, including the leaders of Congress who
are here now, we did a great deal of legal
research on it. And we felt that we could
defend it, and we felt that it was right.

And Congress has done its job. And now
it is our job to get out there and defend this
law, and we intend to do it if it’s challenged.
And in the meanwhile, we intend to enforce
it.

Death of Admiral Jeremy M. Boorda
Q. Have you talked to Mrs. Boorda?
The President. Excuse me?
Q. Have you talked with Mrs. Boorda?
The President. I have not because yester-

day—I intend to call her as soon as this is
over. But yesterday I asked the Secretary of
Defense to determine the family’s wishes,
and they wanted a day alone, and I under-
stood that. But I intend to speak with her
this morning as soon as this is over.

Pennsylvania Avenue
Q. Mr. President, Pennsylvania Avenue

has been closed for a year now, and it hasn’t
exactly become the urban parklike setting
that was planned when it was closed. And
it is frequently, in fact, cut off from tourist
and pedestrian use. What would you like to
see?

The President. Well, I would like—if it
is the judgment of the Secret Service and
the other security people that we should keep
it closed, I would like to see it fixed as it
was intended in that plan that was developed
about 30 years or so ago and turned into a
genuine park so it can be made available to
all the many people who live in and around
Washington and all those who come here to
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visit. It’s quite a nice space, and with a little
investment, it could be made, I think, quite
attractive. Right now the skateboarders and
the rollerbladers seem to like it, but I’d like
to see it made more helpful to more people.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. H.R. 2137, ap-
proved May 17, was assigned Public Law No. 104–
145.

Proclamation 6897—National Safe
Boating Week, 1996
May 17, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year, more Americans choose rec-

reational boating as a means of appreciating
our Nation’s scenic lakes, beautiful rivers,
and vast ocean waterways. Boating is a leisure
activity that can be enjoyed by people of all
ages and abilities, offering a unique perspec-
tive on an unparalleled variety of natural
landscapes. This pastime is not without risk,
however, and a thorough knowledge of water
safety techniques and equipment is an essen-
tial part of being a responsible boater.

Studies show that in more than 77 percent
of the fully documented recreational boating
fatalities that occur every year, the victim was
not wearing a life jacket. Falling overboard
and capsizing are the leading causes of these
deaths, and more than half of all boating acci-
dents are alcohol-related—facts that clearly
illustrate the importance of not mixing alco-
hol and boating, and of properly using per-
sonal flotation devices. Skippers, crew mem-
bers, passengers, and all those who partici-
pate in nautical sports should wear safety
equipment every time they take to the water.

I commend the United States Coast Guard
and the many State and local recreational
boating organizations that are working with
Government agencies and volunteers across
the country to promote the use of life jackets
and to educate the public about other lifesav-
ing measures. As we look forward to the sum-
mer months and spending time with family
and friends on America’s waterways, such ef-

forts are vital to ensuring our citizens’ health
and safety.

In recognition of the value of safe boating
practices, the Congress, by joint resolution
approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 161), as
amended, has authorized and requested the
President to proclaim annually the seven day
period prior to the Memorial Day Weekend
as ‘‘National Safe Boating Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 18 through May 24,
1996, as National Safe Boating Week. I en-
courage the Governors of the 50 States and
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and offi-
cials of other areas subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States, to join in observing this
occasion. I urge all Americans to practice safe
boating habits during this week and through-
out the year.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 21, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 22.

Proclamation 6898—Death of
Admiral Jeremy M. Boorda
May 17, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As a mark of respect for the memory of

Admiral Jeremy M. Boorda, Chief of Naval
Operations, I hereby order, by the authority
vested in me as President of the United
States of America by section 175 of title 36
of the United States Code, that the flag of
the United States shall be flown at half-staff
upon all public buildings and grounds, at all
military posts and naval stations, and on all
naval vessels of the Federal Government in
the District of Columbia and throughout the

VerDate 28-OCT-97 10:12 Jan 07, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00045 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P20MY4.017 p20my4


